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“I remember going to the restaurant and getting a table,
and ordering something, and we would savor every detail of the experience.
So filled with gratitude for the gift of eating out.”

Have you ever been really grateful for something?
How do you feel about it now?

This is a large work I’ve called you into, but don’t be overwhelmed by it.
It’s best to start small. Give a cool cup of water to someone who is thirsty, for instance.
The smallest act of giving or receiving makes you a true apprentice.
You won’t lose out on a thing.

Matthew 10:42 (MSG)

“We went to do a good work for them, and yet we returned realizing that we received more than we ever gave.”

Was there a time when you expected to give, but ended up receiving?
Can you give and receive at the same time?

“Success can be dangerous, can’t it?”

How is success dangerous?
Is all success dangerous?

When you harvest the grapes in your vineyard, do not go over the vines again.
Leave what remains for the foreigner, the fatherless and the widow.

Deuteronomy 24:21 (TNIV)

“We get everything we wanted, only to discover that we’re missing something that we had before.”

Why is getting what we want so important to us?

“It isn’t fair. It’s my vineyard, it’s my olive grove, it’s my field.
Why should I let these people come onto my property and take what I’ve worked so hard to produce?
That’s not fair.
Exactly.
Because being rescued from slavery in Egypt wasn’t fair.
Liberation isn’t fair.
Redemption isn’t fair.



Grace isn’t fair.
God isn’t fair.”

Why isn’t God fair?
What does God’s unfairness look like?

“When we empower others, when we extend grace to others
in their oppression—whatever that may look like—we find out
about the grace that God has extended to us.”

Who needs some grace from you?
How has grace been given to you?

Remember that you were slaves in Egypt.
That is why I command you to do this.

Deuteronomy 24:22 (TNIV)

“We leave a corner because in helping save someone else from suffering,
we may in the process find ourselves being saved.
From indifference.
From the inertia of inaction.
From taking what we have for granted.”

What is your corner?
What piece of your life do you need to give to someone else?
Who do you need to give it to?

“Truly I tell you,” he said, “this poor widow has put in more than all the others.
All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.”

Luke 21:3-4 (TNIV)

“We leave a corner because our world is either shrinking or it’s expanding.
It’s either contracting in on itself, or it’s opening up.
Our lives are either more and more about us—more stuff,
more unsatisfying consumption—or we’re on a different path.”

How is your world shrinking?
How is your world expanding?

“So may you come to see that grace isn’t fair.
Redemption isn’t fair.



Liberation isn’t fair.
And may you extend this unfairness to others,
finding out that your overflow is somebody else’s necessity.
May you find somebody who needs what you have,
only to discover that they had what you needed all along.”

The last scene was filmed in the Dominican Republic thanks to the support of a generous organization.



We can get anything we want, from anywhere in the world, whenever we want it. 
That’s how it is and that’s how we want it to be.
Still, our lives aren’t any different than other generations before us. Our time is.
We want spiritual direction, but it has to be real for us and available when we need it.
We want a new format for getting Christian perspectives.
NOOMA is the new format.
It’s short films with communicators that really speak to us. 
Compact, portable, and concise.
Each NOOMA touches on issues that we care about, 
that we want to talk about and it comes in a way that fits our world.
It’s a format that’s there for us when we need it, as we need it, how we need it.

Check out nooma.com to see clips and get information about other available NOOMAs.

We’re a small nonprofit company. Just like you, we want to do things for the right reasons.
If you like what we’re doing, we could use your support in making other Flannel films.
To find out more about supporting Flannel, go to flannel.org
or call us toll free at 1 (877) 776-7755.
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