




Discussion topics: 

• How is the UMC responding? 

• What does the UMC say about racism? 

• What is the church’s history with racism? 

• How is the church working to dismantle racism 
today? 

• How are we called to respond to racism? 



How is the UMC responding? 

On Covenant Day on January 7th of this year, our own Bishop 
Michael McKee here in the North TX Conference cast a vision 
for a new initiative, the “Journey Toward Racial Justice.” This 
work will center on three particular focus areas: 

• Vital Conversations, which call us to engage one another in 
conversations about racism, cultural diversity and institutional 
injustice in ways that are candid, respectful, holy and 
transformational. 

• Intercultural Competence, which calls us to cultivate leaders 
with the skills and awareness to make disciples across 
cultures so that the North Texas Conference will be more 
diverse and better reflect our mission field. 

• Institutional Equity, which calls us to build systems, policies 
and processes in the North Texas Conference that level the 
playing field for all people. 
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Statement (excerpt) of Bishop McKee and the NTC on May 31, 2020: 

 

• “In far too many places and spaces, African American children, youth, young and mature adults are judged not by 
the content of their character but rather by the color of their skin. Even with all of the progress we profess to have 
made, the unsettling truth is that melanin-rich skin of various colors is too often seen as criminal, untrustworthy, 
suspicious and less worthy of the American dream. Many of us will simply never be able to comprehend the weight 
of racism, and the dual life it causes so many African Americans and other people of color to live in our society.” 
 
“The sin of racism must die; our African American brothers and sisters in particular need to hear that the 
responsibility for its demise is not in their hands alone. We all have a role and a responsibility in removing it from 
our society forever.” 
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The United Methodist Council of Bishops 



Council of Bishops Statement – June 8, 2020 

• “As bishops of the United Methodist Church, we ask every United 
Methodist to reclaim their baptismal vows to resist evil, injustice, and 
oppression in whatever forms they present themselves.” 

• “We ask every United Methodist to name the egregious sin of racism and 
white supremacy and join together to take a stand against the oppression 
and injustice that is killing persons of color.”  

• “As bishops of the whole church we affirm the peaceful protests as a 
means of giving voice where it is needed most.”  

• “We are clear that it is beyond time for all United Methodists to act. It is 
time to use our voices, our pens, our feet and our heart for change.” 

• “We join with other church leaders and boards and agencies of the United 
Methodist Church to add strength to the message that we will no longer 
remain silent nor complicit but must act now!” 

• “As a next faithful step we ask United Methodists to read all they can on 
the subject of anti-racism and engage in conversations with children, 
youth and adults.” 

https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/files/websites/www/pdfs/cob+statement+on+racism+-+june+8+final.pdf 
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What does the UMC say about racism? 

The United Methodist Social Principles state:  

• “Racism, manifested as sin, plagues and 
hinders our relationship with Christ, 
inasmuch as it is antithetical to the gospel 
itself. … We commit as the Church to 
move beyond symbolic expressions and 
representative models that do not 
challenge unjust systems of power and 
access.” 

• The church recognizes the existence of 
white privilege as an underlying cause of 
inequality. It supports the concept of 
affirmative action to guarantee more 
opportunities for all to compete for jobs. 
It opposes racial profiling, mass 
incarceration, targeting of migrants and 
sentencing that disproportionately 
penalizes people of color. 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/social-principles-the-social-community#racial-ethnic 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/social-principles-the-social-community#racial-ethnic
https://www.umc.org/en/content/social-principles-the-social-community#racial-ethnic
https://www.umc.org/en/content/social-principles-the-social-community#racial-ethnic
https://www.umc.org/en/content/social-principles-the-social-community#racial-ethnic
https://www.umc.org/en/content/social-principles-the-social-community#racial-ethnic
https://www.umc.org/en/content/social-principles-the-social-community#racial-ethnic
https://www.umc.org/en/content/social-principles-the-social-community#racial-ethnic
https://www.umc.org/en/content/social-principles-the-social-community#racial-ethnic
https://www.umc.org/en/content/social-principles-the-social-community#racial-ethnic
https://www.umc.org/en/content/social-principles-the-social-community#racial-ethnic
https://www.umc.org/en/content/social-principles-the-social-community#racial-ethnic




What is the church’s history with racism? 

• Methodism founder John 
Wesley was well known for his 
opposition to slavery. In 1773 
he printed a pamphlet titled 
“Thoughts Upon Slavery,” in 
which he decried the evils of 
slavery and called for slave 
traders and owners to repent 
and free their slaves. 

 

“Nothing is more certain in itself, 
and apparent to all, than that the 
infamous traffic for slaves directly 
infringes both divine and human 
law,” he wrote. 



24 February, 1791 
 
Balam. England 
 
Dear Sir: 
 
Unless the divine power has raised you up to be as “Athanasius against the world,” I see not how 
you can go through your glorious enterprise in opposing that execrable villainy, which is the 
scandal of religion, of England, and of human nature. Unless God has raised you up for this very 
thing, you will be worn out by the opposition of men and devils. But if God be for you, who can be 
against you? Are all of them stronger than God? O be not weary of well-doing! Go on, in the name 
of God and in the power of His might, till even American slavery (the vilest that ever saw the sun) 
shall vanish away before it. 
 
Reading this morning a tract wrote by a poor African, I was particularly struck by the 
circumstance, that a man who has a black skin being wronged or outraged by a white man, can 
have no redress; it being a LAW in all of our Colonies that the OATH of a black man against a 
white goes for nothing. What villainy is this! 
 
That He who has guided you from youth up may continue to strengthen you in this and all things is 
the prayer of, dear sir, 
 
Your affectionate servant, 
 
John Wesley 



African Americans were among the first 
Methodists in the United States 

Harry Hosier (1750 – 1806) Richard Allen (1760 – 1831) 



James Osgood Andrew (1794-1871) 





“Lord of the church, we are united in thee, in thy church, and now in The United Methodist Church. Amen.” 
 

https://www.umnews.org/en/news/amid-tumult-of-1968-a-church-came-together 
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How is the church working to 
dismantle racism today? 
Three denominational agencies 
lead the church in this work: 

• The General Commission on 
Religion and Race 

• The General Board of Chuch 
and Society 

• The United Methodist 
Women 



How are individual United Methodists 
called to respond to racism? 
1. “Resist evil, injustice and 

oppression in whatever forms 
they present themselves.” 

2. “Every annual conference, 
district, and local church 
should be engaged, 
intentionally, in being an anti-
racist church, not merely on 
paper, but in action.” 

3. “Advocate and work toward 
dismantling the unjust 
systems that cause, or even 
benefit from, continued 
inequality.” 



Rev. Cowley: It’s Time For A New 
Insignia Of The UMC 
”Can The United Methodist Church again be a leader in 
this unique time and choose a new insignia that doesn’t 
send an unintended message of racism, bigotry, 
prejudice and fear to its members and its mission field 
while it is at the same time legitimately extending the 
hand of Christ to the world? “ 

Rev. Edlen Cowley is senior pastor at Fellowship UMC in 
Trophy Club and chairs the North Texas Conference’s 
Journey Toward Racial Justice coordinating team. 

https://ntcumc.org/news/rev-cowley-ita-s-time-for-a-new-insignia-of-the-umc 
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