
OPEN OUR EYES
See All the People



GO, THEREFORE
Our Mission Statement

Week 1



▪ 16  Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the 
mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 

▪ 17  When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some 
doubted. 

▪ 18  Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. 

▪ 19  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, 

▪ 20  and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the 
very end of the age.”
▪ Matthew 28:16-20 (NIV)

The Great Commission

The Inspiration of Saint Matthew. 
Michelangelo Merisi da CARAVAGGIO, 1602.. 



OPEN OUR EYES:  Who are our Brothers and Sisters?

▪ https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=zBNQ3zA
7ulU

Draw the Circle Wide 
Gordon Light, Words, and Mark Miller, Music.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zBNQ3zA7ulU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zBNQ3zA7ulU
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Longing for light, we wait in 
darkness.

Longing for truth, we turn to you.
Make us your own, your holy 

people,
Light for the world to see.

Longing for peace, our world is 
troubled.

Longing for hope, many despair.
Your word alone has pow’r to 

save us.
Make us your living voice.

Christ, Be Our 
Light

Bernadette Farrell

 

Jesus Sending Forth the Apostles. DUCCIO di Buoninsegna, 1308-11.



“They worshipped him, but some doubted.”
They all worshipped; some doubted.

▪ The Disciples came with their uncertainties, 
their hesitations.

▪ They took their place…wadded their 
bulletins…mumbled their prayers…bleeped 
out the hymns that didn’t seem real to 
them.

▪ But, they were there; they worshipped!

▪ Doubts are welcome, even in the worship 
of the Risen Lord! 

Jesus Appears to the Disciples, William HOLE, 1906. 



Our Fourfold Mission
OUR MISSION FROM GOD: Go, therefore, 
make disciples, baptize in the name of the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit….

MAKE DISCIPLES:  Jesus doesn’t say, “Go win 
souls.”  He says “make disciples.” WE ARE THE 
DISCIPLE MAKERS!

BAPTIZE:   This does not mean to “dunk” 
someone.  It is to invite people into a 
community. A PROMISE TO BE THE CHURCH 
TOGETHER!

 



Our Fourfold Mission
OUR MISSION FROM GOD: Go, 
therefore…teach them and remember.

TEACH:  “Love one another as I have 
loved you.” (John 13:33-35) We can only 
teach this by doing it! 

REMEMBER: “Remember I am with 
you.”  Because we remember, WE ARE 
NOT ALONE!

 

Christ Crucifed. Diego VELAZQUEZ, 1632.



HOW DO WE 
DO THIS?

▪ THINK ABOUT:

▪ How do we Make Disciples, Baptize, Teach, and 
Remember?

▪ How do we honor God, the Father; Jesus, the Son; and 
the Holy Spirit?

▪ How do we endeavor to be successful in fulflling the 
Great Commission?Salvador Mundi. Leonardo DA VINCI, c.1500.



HOW DO WE 
DO THIS?

▪ The mission is one of engagement.

▪ At its heart, the doctrine of the Trinity is about 
engagement, somehow, someway.

▪ We go forward because we worship a God who lives 
engaged in our lives.

▪ GO, THEREFORE WITH OPEN HEARTS, OPEN 
MINDS, AND OPEN DOORS!



CLOSING PRAYER

Dear Heavenly Father,

As we think about the Great Commission and your command for us to “Go, 
therefore”, let us remember that the doors of our hearts, minds, and church 
are two way.  We want to invite others into our hearts, minds and church, 
but we must realize that we need to go out the doors into the world in order 
to fnd spiritual food for our hearts, minds and church and to meet the 
needs of others.  

If we are to follow your most holy commandment, “Love one another as I 
have loved you,” then we must be willing to stretch our experiences beyond 
the obvious.  We must exercise our creativity and our practical knowledge. 

Heavenly Father, guide us as we move forward through the trials of this 
time so that we might reach the hearts and minds of our family, friends, 
neighbors, and strangers.  We pray that we may give solace to those with 
concerns shared and those that are private.

We pray for grace and understanding to do Thy will and that it is done with 
love and joy.  

In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Amen. 
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