Free by Grace

PACE Devotional

5 July 2020

During the COVID-19 Pandemic



Free by Grace

Two Christians who were Imprisioned

The Apostle Paul

Dietrich Bonhoeffer
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Free by Grace

By Gracious Powers

WORDS: Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 1944; trans. by Fred Pratt Green, 1972
MUSIC: Charles Hubert Hastings Parry, 1904
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1. By gra-cious powers so won-— der- ful - ly shel - ‘tered,
2. Yet is this heart by its old foe tor - ment - ed,
3. And when this cup you give is filled to brim - ming
4. Yet when a - gain in this same world you give us
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and con - fi - dent - ly wait - ing, come what may,
still e - il days bring bur - dens hard to bear;
with bit — ter sor — row, hard to un — der - stand,
the joy we had, the bright — ness of your sun,
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we know that God is with us night and morn '— ing,

O give our fright- ened souls the sure sal — wva - tion
we take it thank - ful - ly and with - out trem — bling,
we shall re — mem - ber all the days we lived through,
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and nev - er fails to greet us each new day.
for which, O Lord, you taught us to pre — pare.
out of so good and so be - loved a hand.
and our whole life shall then be yours a -,  lone.
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Free by Grace

YouTube video by Siegfried Fietz

In case clicking the above doesn’t work, the URL for this video is:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aN7dGz6NH5M


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aN7dGz6NH5M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aN7dGz6NH5M

Free by Grace

Both Paul and Bonhoeffer
were imprisoned.

Both Paul and Bonhoeffer E———
declined escape. DISCIPLESHIP
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They were disciples of Christ.

They suffered as Jesus suffered.



Free by Grace

Feeling imprisoned?
Declare your independence:

- from fear

- from bigotry

- from pride
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“Our Banner in the Sky” Frederic Church 1861
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Is Grace Free?
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- “cheap grace”

o MO -

- “costly grace”



Free by Grace

UM Prayer of Confession:

“free us for joyful obedience”



Closing Prayer

I am going to close with words I have written
to the tune of ""God of the Sparrow":

God of our founders, give us the strength
Courage to face our own fears

Free us for joyful obedience

Help us to bear costly grace

We are so lucky here in our land
We are all free to praise You
Help us break free of our prisons
Prisons that we built ourselves

Christ is our answer, Christ is our hope
He is the one who saves us

We can accept Jesus’ free grace

His Spirit will soon lead us home
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