
Class discussion – what do we know about the story of Noah’s Ark?
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Who was Noah?  Here’s a refresher. Usually we skim through the genealogy sections of the 
Bible; right?  So and so begat Jim who begat Bob who begat Steven etc.  But in Genesis 5, 
you are rewarded if you take a little time to look more closely at Noah’s lineage.  After all, 
all of us are descendants of Noah and his family!  Let’s look at the Hebrew name and its 
English translation.
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Wait just a minute – who are the “sons of God” called the Nephilim?  This whole passage is 
problematic as it describes divine-human intervention which the Lord feared in Genesis 
3.22:
Then the Lord God said, “See, the man has become like one of us, knowing good and evil; 
and now, he might reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life, and eat, and live 
forever”.  Are these “sons of God” angels?  Part of the heavenly host?
In Genesis 1:26 - Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our 
likeness.  The implication of these first four verses is that God does not approve of these 
activities.
So what about the off-spring of these divine-human interactions, the Nephilim?
Here they are called “heroes that were of old, warriors of renown.”

We find another reference to the Nephilim in Numbers 13:32-33 when the spies report 
back to Moses:
“The land that we have gone through as spies is a land that devours its inhabitants; and all 
the people that we saw in it are of great size. 
33 There we saw the Nephilim; and to ourselves we seemed like grasshoppers, and so we 
seemed to them.”  Why did the author of Genesis choose to include this story?
Back to verse 5.
Question – if God created Man in his image, why is there such wickedness on the Earth?  Is 
this a compassionate God that would choose to ‘blot from the earth’ the human beings he 
created?
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Ok – let’s pause for a moment; what’s a ‘cubit’?
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Ok – God specified the length of the ark to be three hundred cubits, its width fifty cubits, 
and its height thirty cubits.
That makes it 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet tall.
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Not mentioned specifically here, but did Noah have two of every fish on board the Ark?  Or 
did the fish in the sea survive the flood?
In verse 18 we have the first mention of a covenant in the Bible.  What’s a covenant?
Since Noah and his family will be the only human survivors, it implies this covenant made 
by God is also made with the hole future human race, which includes the later people of 
Israel.  The contents of the covenant are not specified here, but it clearly  implies divine 
protection and blessing conditional only on Noah’s complete obedience to God’s 
instructions here in verses 18-22.
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Ok now wait a minute – I can imagine Noah’s initial confusion here – why seven pairs of 
clean animals, and only a pair of the unclean animals?  Why seven pairs of the birds?  Any 
ideas?  The main reason is to reserve some of the clean animals for sacrifices as we’ll see in 
chapter 8 verse 20.

This distinction between clean and unclean animals refers to the rules found in Leviticus 
and Deuteronomy.

But notice these instructions are contradicted in verses 8-9; of clean and not clean, two and 
two went into the ark with Noah.

Interesting that the story uses the term “Ark” and not boat.  I wonder why; any ideas?

The Hebrew word “teba” appears here and only again in the story of the infant Moses, 
suggesting it is an Egyptian word meaning chest or box.

Where else in the Old Testament do we encounter the word “Ark”?
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First of all, notice that while the story specifically names Noah and his three sons, it doesn’t 
mention the names of the four women on board?  What’s up with that?

Here again we see the contradiction in the number of animals.
Scholars attribute these differences in the story to different sources being used by the 
author.  The Flood narrative seems to be a combination of stories from the “J” or Yahwistic 
source, and the “P” or Priestly Code.

This is not the first time we’ve seen duplication and differences in the Genesis story; we 
see it much earlier in the story of the creation of the earth.  In Genesis 1:24-25 the animals 
are created before the first human being; in Genesis 2:18-20 the animals are created after
man.
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We’ll find discrepancies about the duration of the Flood between chapters 7 and 8 which 
scholars again attribute to the combination of different sources by the author.  But the 
immediate cause of the Flood is a dual one – bursting forth of the fountains of the great 
deep below the earth, and opening of the windows of the heavens.
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Ararat mentioned here is found again in 2 Kings 19:37, Isaiah 37:38 and Jeremiah 51:27.  It 
was known to the Assyrians as Urartu which was an independent kingdom in the early first 
millennium BCE until its destruction in the sixth century BCE.  This area roughly 
corresponds to that of the Republic of Armenia.
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Mount Ararat is actually two extinct volcanic cones; there is Greater Ararat and Little 
Ararat. Greater Ararat is the highest peak in Turkey with an elevation of 16,854 ft. while, 
Little Ararat's elevation 12,782 ft.  If the Ark came to rest on either of these peaks, I hope 
they had pairs of oxygen tanks with them.
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Verse 23 is interesting – God now appears to accept that the evil tendency of the human 
heart is innate and cannot be changed.  Do you think God now regrets his decision to 
destroy all other living creatures?  What does this suggest about the nature of God; did he 
not recognize the human condition from the very beginning?

Verse 22 assures us that the orderly process of the seasons and day and night will continue 
– but only as long as the earth endures.  Reminding us that it will not continue forever but 
will eventually come to an end.
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Here in Chapter 9 we see God ushering in a new era.  We see the command repeated again 
to be fruitful and multiply and to have command over the animal world, but there are some 
interesting differences:
- Animals are now to fear their rulers;
- They may be killed for food;
- An explicit Kosher rule is implemented prescribing the manner of their slaughter;
- And forbidding homicide, since mankind was created in the image of God.
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Here God has reaffirmed his covenant with Noah, which now includes all living creatures as 
well as Noah’s descendants.
Notice that God has perhaps reserved other methods of destroying the earth in the future.
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Although not related to the Flood story, how could we pass up this ending to Chapter 9.  
what do you think is really going on here?  

The point of the story is not that Noah committed a sin in getting drunk, but that Ham 
sinned in seeing his father when he was naked – which then called forth a curse on Canaan, 
Ham’s son.  Nakedness was shameful (refer back to Genesis 3:7-11) and Ham humiliated his 
father by not decently covering him.

This foretells Israel’s traditional hatred of the Canaanites.
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Global flood traditions
There are more than 270 stories from different cultures around the world about a 
devastating flood. This chart shows the similarities that several myths have with the 
Genesis account of Noah’s Flood. Although there are lots of differences, these legends and 
stories all contain references to a cataclysmic flood even.  
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In the Gilgamesh story, there are many parallels to the Genesis story of the Flood.
In the Babylonian epic of Gilgamesh, the hero is told to build a similar houseboat, sealing it 
with pitch.  Unlike Genesis however, where God’s judgement is on the wickedness of 
humankind, the divine frustration in the Gilgamesh story has to do with human 
overpopulation on noise, which was irritating to the Gods.
The Gilgamesh story also contains a great Flood and the boat also comes to rest on a 
mountain.  The hero in the Gilgamesh epic also sends out two birds, a swallow and a dove; 
each of which comes back – a third, a raven, (Like the one in Genesis 8:6) did not return.
The hero of Gilgamesh also offered a burnt sacrifice and the gods smelled the odor and 
‘crowded like flies about the sacrificer.’
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In November 1872, George Smith was working at the British Museum in a second-floor 
room. On a long table were pieces of clay tablets, among the hundreds of thousands that 
archaeologists had shipped back to London from Nineveh, in present-day Iraq, a quarter-
century before. Many of the fragments bore cuneiform hieroglyphs, and over the years 
scholars had managed to reassemble parts of some tablets, deciphering for the first time 
these records of daily life in Assyria of the 7th and 8th centuries B.C.—references to oxen, 
slaves, casks of wine, petitions to kings, contracts, treaties, prayers and omens.

As scholars go, Smith, 32 years old, was an anomaly; he had ended his formal education at 
age 14 when he was apprenticed to a printer, and perhaps it was because of his training as 
an engraver that he had such a knack for assembling coherent passages of hieroglyphs out 
of the drawers full of old rubble. In fact, Smith had already established dates for a couple of 
minor events in Israelite history, and on this brisk fall day he was looking for other 
references that might confirm parts of the Bible. Then, on this tablet, this guy who didn’t 
even finish high school, came across a story that would soon astonish the Western world. 
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In an article in National Geographic in APRIL 2010, a team of evangelical Christian explorers 
claim they've found the remains of Noah's ark beneath snow and volcanic debris on 
Turkey's Mount Ararat. The team of Turkish and Chinese explorers from a group called 
Noah's Ark Ministries International claims to have found in 2007 and 2008 seven large 
wooden compartments buried at 13,000 feet (4,000 meters) above sea level, near the peak 
of Mount Ararat. They returned to the site with a film crew in October 2009.
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High on Mt. Ararat in eastern Turkey, there is a baffling mountainside "anomaly," a feature 
that one researcher claims may be something of biblical proportions.

Images taken by aircraft, intelligence-gathering satellites and commercial remote-sensing 
spacecraft are fueling an intensive study of the intriguing oddity. But whether the anomaly 
is some geological quirk of nature, playful shadows, a human-made structure of some sort, 
or simply nothing at all-that remains to be seen.

Whatever it is, the anomaly of interest rests at 15,300 feet (4,663 meters) on the northwest 
corner of Mt. Ararat, and is nearly submerged in glacial ice. It would be easy to call it 
merely a strange rock formation.
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Ark Encounter is a creationist theme park that opened in Grant County, Kentucky on July 7, 
2016. The centerpiece of the park is a large representation of Noah's Ark from the Genesis 
flood narrative contained in the Bible. It is 510 feet (155 m) long, 85 feet (26 m) wide, and 
51 feet (16 m) high.

Ark Encounter is operated by Answers in Genesis (AiG), a young Earth creationist (YEC) 
organization that also operates the Creation Museum 45 miles (70 km) away in Petersburg, 
Kentucky. The theme park promotes young Earth creationist beliefs about the age of the 
universe, age of the Earth, and co-existence of man and non-avian dinosaurs.  They believe 
that the Earth is only about 6,000 years old.

After initial studies projected that the park would be a boon to the state's tourism industry, 
the Ark Encounter received tax incentives from the city, county, and state to induce its 
construction. This drew criticism from groups concerned with the separation of church and 
state.  A dispute over AiG's hiring practices was adjudicated in U.S. federal court, which 
found in 2016 that the organization could require Ark Encounter employees to sign a 
statement of faith as a condition of their employment.
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The major themes of the first chapters of Genesis; we learn about one supreme God who 
created the world with all of its inhabitants.  It is concerned with the nature of God and the 
nature of man. We see a moral lesson as well as a theology; that human beings are prone 
to sinful rebellion against God, arrogant and ambitious, seeking to achieve divine status for 
themselves; capable of murder.  We see the consequences of such behavior.  God at the 
beginning saw his creation as good, but was determined to obliterate the human race 
when it became corrupted, but mercifully refrained from carrying out this intention.  He 
punished, but did not destroy.
The first man and woman were banished from the garden but allowed to live outside it.  
Cain, first murderer was also banished but his life was preserved. Humanity was given a 
second chance with Noah and his family.
This is a dark but realistic picture of humanity, but in the context of the book as a whole, 
foreshadows a more hopeful destiny for a human race that will be blessed in Abraham.
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