
Biblical Archaeology 



So what is Archaeology? 

• The word archaeology is derived from the Greek archaio 
(ancient, old) and logos (word, study): thus signifying the 
orderly arrangement of ancient things.  

• “Archaeology is the study of the ancient and recent 
human past through material remains. It is a subfield of 
anthropology, the study of all human culture. From 
million-year-old fossilized remains of our earliest human 
ancestors in Africa, to 20th century buildings in present-
day New York City, archaeology analyzes the physical 
remains of the past in pursuit of a broad and 
comprehensive understanding of human culture.” 

 - Society for American Archaeology  



Classic examples: 1) the Rosetta Stone 



Classic example: 2) the Terracotta Army 





So what is Biblical Archaeology? 

• Biblical archaeology is a specialized branch of 
archaeology that is devoted to the gathering and 
classification of archaeological data that come from or 
relate to the areas included in the biblical world and 
the times pertinent to the biblical story. 

• It seeks to gain more information from what remains of 
past civilizations, whether it be pottery, tools, 
household utensils, furnishings, ornaments, buildings, 
fortifications, coins, sculpture, paintings, mosaics, 
weapons, inscriptions, stonework and artwork, and 
other buried material that was once made or fashioned 
by man. 
 



About the Biblical Archaeology 
Society: 
• “The excitement of archaeology and the latest in 

Bible scholarship…” 
– The Biblical Archaeology Society (BAS) was founded in 

1974 as a nonprofit, nondenominational, educational 
organization dedicated to the dissemination of 
information about archaeology in the Bible lands. BAS 
educates the public about archaeology and the Bible 
through its bi-monthly magazine, Biblical Archaeology 
Review, an award-winning web site, books and DVDs, 
and tours and seminars. 

– https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/ 



5 Key takeaways from today’s lesson: 
1. Real archaeology is not like Indiana Jones. 



2. Biblical archaeology provides a better 
understanding of the cultures of the Bible. 



3. Knowledge of biblical cultures helps 
us to better interpret the Bible. 



Example: Jewish dietary laws (kashrut) 



4. Archaeology conveys a third 
dimension to the text. 



5. Archaeology helps corroborate historical 
events and people. 

The Tel Dan Stela confirming the House of David 



NY Times – Front Page 

From Israeli Site, News of House of David 
By JOHN NOBLE WILFORD   
Published: August 6, 1993 

 
 

• An Israeli archeologist has discovered a fragment of a stone monument with 
inscriptions bearing the first known reference outside the Bible to King David and 
the ruling dynasty he founded, the House of David.  
 

• Scholars of biblical history said this was strong corroborating evidence for the 
existence and influence of the House of David in early Jewish history and in the 
traditions of both Judaism and Christianity. In their excitement, they used words 
like "phenomenal," "stunning" and "sensational" to emphasize the importance of 
the discovery in biblical archeology.  
 

• The broken monument, or stele, was found in the ruins of a wall at Tel Dan, the 
site of an ancient city in northern Israel near the Syrian border and at one of the 
sources of the Jordan River. The discovery was made this summer by Dr. Avraham 
Biran, an archeologist at Hebrew Union College and the Jewish Institute of Religion 
in Jerusalem and director of excavations at Tel Dan since 1966. 
 





New Testament Political Figures Confirmed by 
Historical Texts and Archaeology 











Archaeological Evidence: Pontius Pilate 

The Pilate Stone 

Pilate Coins 



The Dead Sea Scrolls 



https://www.deadseascrolls.org.il/home 



The James Ossuary – Real? Or fake? 

The Aramaic inscription on the James Ossuary (burial box) reads 
“James, son of Joseph, brother of Jesus.”  



The Jehoash Tablet – Real? Or Fake? 



The Ivory Pomegranate 

If authentic, the famous inscribed ivory pomegranate may have been the head of 
a scepter from Solomon’s Temple. 





Provenance and Provenience  

• Provenance is the chronology of the 
ownership, custody or location of a historical 
object. 

• Provenience is used with a related but very 
particular meaning, to refer to the precise 
location where an artifact or other ancient 
item was found. 

• An artifact may thus have both a provenience 
and a provenance. 



Museum of the Bible – Washington D.C. 

https://www.museumofthebible.org/ 



Church of the Holy Sepulchre 













Thank you! – Questions?? 


