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Welcome to the New Room
The new centre was opened in July 2017 (modern entrance to the New Room)



Charles Wesley  plus Kim!!!



John Wesley is regarded as the most important 
religious leader of the 18th century. In 1739, he started 
preaching in the open air in Bristol and was asked to 
create a “new room” where people who wanted to 
become beter Christans could meet. 

Its members were called “Methodists” because of 
the methodical way in which they organized their tme to 
regularly study the Bible, worship and help people. In 
1748, the New Room was rebuilt and was nicknamed 
“John Wesley’s Chapel.” 
The New Room provided: 
--a food bank to help those who lacked enough to eat 
--ran a school to educate the children of the poor
--organized visits to the local prison
--opened one of frst free medical dispensaries in England

Sound familiar???



David Worthington (Director of The New Room) giving our group informaton 
about The New Room…notce the large clock and Communion Table



Picture without the weird shadow!!!



The chapel is much as it was in the 18th century. It now has pews (would not 
have had them originally) as men either stood or sat on benches. Women probably 
sat upstairs in the galleries. There are no windows on the frst foor because 
Methodists ofen came under atack from mobs. 

Services were held at 5 a.m. before people went to work and sometmes in the 
evenings. The Communion Table behind the rail was used by Wesley. The large 
clock was provided by Wesley to make sure the service was not too long!

Bible readings were read from the lower pulpit. It was also used by the person 
leading the hymn singing. All services began with singing. Preaching was from the 
upper pulpit.



The Museum
Above the chapel are twelve rooms where John Wesley and his preachers 
stayed. These rooms now house the museum that opened in 2017.

There is a focus on both John and Charles Wesley in the museum.

Charles and his family lived in a home several blocks away from the New 
Room. We were able to walk through that home with David, the Director.



 Medical 
Dispensary 

similar 
to what 

was 
provided at 

The New 
Room



John used this chair to 
stand on when 

preaching outside.

John’s bed in The New Room 
apartment.



John’s robe and likeness of him at window





John Wesley’s Rules



3. He always challenged those who were wastng money on the latest fashions and 
those who thought they could achieve happiness by having lots of possessions. 
“The more hold we are upon earth the more happy we must be.”
4. He never saved to leave money and possessions behind him when we died.
“The worst possible use of money is to save it for posterity.” A newspaper said 
“Mr. Wesley’s real worth is demonstrated by…his dying worth nothing. The 
poverty of such a man enriches his fame.”

John Wesley’s Thoughts on 
Living Life



Sounds like it was writen today???





John Wesley’s Rules For Being a Good Pupil

--Atend to your lessons
God grant that I should never live to be useless!

--Be prepared to take advice
Always take advice or reproof as a favour.

--Don’t be stubborn and self-willed
Pray for an advisable and teachable temper.

--Be obedient
Rejoice to please, to help, to obey.

--Be kind to others in your class
Do all the good you can.

--Work hard
Never leave anything tll tomorrow which you can do today and do it as well 

as possible. Do not sleep or yawn.

--Don’t waste your tme in play
Be actve, be diligent, avoid all laziness…He that plays as a child will play as a 

man.



What do 
you think 
about this 

list of 
rules????



Charles Wesley (1707-1788)
Charles Wesley was the eighteenth of Samuel and Susannah Wesley's 

nineteen children (only 10 lived to maturity). He was born prematurely in 
December 1707 and appeared dead. He lay silent, wrapped in wool, for weeks.
He was trained at Oxford where he received a Master’s Degree. On a trip to 
Wales in 1747, the adventurous evangelist, now 40 years old, met 20-year-old 
Sally Gwynne, whom he soon married. By all accounts, their marriage was a 
happy one. They lived in Bristol from 1749-1771. They had eight children but 
only three survived into adulthood (Charles, Samuel and Sarah).  Sally was a 
gifed singer and played the harpsichord and guitar. Charles and Samuel were 
musically talented. Their parents encouraged them to be professional 
musicians but were critcized for not encouraging them to be preachers! Litle 
about daughter, Sarah, in the museum.  

Charles wrote 8,989 hymns, 10 tmes the volume composed by the only 
other candidate (Isaac Wats) who could conceivably claim to be the world's 
greatest hymn writer. He composed some of the most memorable and lastng 
hymns of the church: "Hark! The Herald Angels Sing," "And Can It Be," "O for a 
Thousand Tongues to Sing," "Love Divine, All Loves Excelling," "Jesus, Lover of 
My Soul," "Christ the Lord Is Risen Today," "Soldiers of Christ, Arise," “And Are 
We Yet Alive?” and "Rejoice! the Lord Is King!"



Hymn Trivia…
When United Methodists gather at their annual conferences, they ofen 
sing the opening words of a hymn by the early Methodist leader Charles 
Wesley, “And are we yet alive, and see each other’s face?”
It’s a throwback to the days when circuit-riding ministers on the American 
fronter were lucky to live past age 40 and paused for a spell of fellowship.

#553 UMC Hymnal
1. And are we yet alive, and see each other’s face? Glory and thanks to 

Jesus give for his almighty grace!
2. Preserved by power divine to full salvaton here, again in Jesus’ praise 

we join, and in his sight appear.
3. What troubles have we seen, what mighty conficts past, fghtngs 

without, and fears within, since we assembled last!





Outside of Charles 
and Sally’s house in 
Bristol. They never 
owned the house, 
but they rented it 
from 1749-1771. 

Notce the real life 
“stuff”…truck that 
pulled up as I took 
the picture and the 
graffit  





Sally’s guitar 

Harpsichord located in 
Charles and Sally’s 
home in Bristol



Charles’ Study on top level 
of the house.



Bedroom in Charles and Sally’s house



Music Room



Sitng 
Room 

on frst 
level of 
Wesley 
House, 
Bristol





Asbury was a 
blacksmith by trade 
but became a 
Methodist preacher 
at age of 18.

While in the New 
Room, he 
volunteered to go 
to America in 1771.

Asbury never 
married and 
traveled 6,000 miles 
per year preaching 
wherever a crowd 
gathered in 
America.



Interestng 
choice of 
words…

Salt.Light video.mp4

SAUMC choir.NewRoom.mp4



Do all the good you can,
By all the means you can,
In all the ways you can,
In all the places you can,
At all the tmes you can,
To all the people you can, 
As long as ever you can.

John Wesley 1703-91
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